
Sewer Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  April 11, 2012 

Time:  4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Council Chambers, Town Hall 

 

Members Present:  John Dobbins, Chair; Wayne Stanforth, Garry Brumback, and Fred Rogers 

  Ex-officio members present:  John DeGioia and James Grappone. 

Members absent:  Cheryl Lounsbury and Christopher Palmieri 

 

1. The meeting was called to Order by Chairman Dobbins at 4:30 p.m.   

 

2. Approval of Meeting Minutes of March 14, 2012 

 

A motion was made by Garry Brumback, seconded by Wayne Stanforth, and it 

was unanimously voted to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

3. Old Business 

 

A.  Queen Street Pump Station Replacement 

 

Tighe & Bond is working on completing the design so that the Town will 

have a shovel-ready project.  This project is a high priority to Treatment 

Plant staff.  There is no funding available at the present time to construct 

the work.  Mr. Brumback will be working with local Legislators in an 

effort to secure funding. 

 

B. Old Borough Interceptor 

 

Mr. Grappone asked Tighe & Bond to review specification sections 

dealing with dewatering and sheeting requirements for the project.  Dave 

Prickett indicated that he had reviewed the information provided by the 

Town and is comfortable with the specification that was reviewed.  Since 

everything appears to be in order, Mr. Grappone was asked to wrap the 

project up as soon as possible and bid it hopefully by the next meeting.  

 

C. WPCP Projects 

 

i. Facilities Plan Update 

 

Treatment Plant staff will be reviewing plants in Massachusetts 

that are utilizing phosphorus reduction alternatives with the use of 

coagulation systems which brings phosphorus levels less than 0.5 

mg. per liter.  John DeGioia indicated that the digesters are not 

performing well and may need to be cleaned.  He has asked an 
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opinion of performance of these units from Tighe & Bond.  John 

DeGioia will discuss the future of the digesters through the 

facilities plan.  A decision on this matter hopefully will be 

rendered in the next 30 days.  John DeGioia indicated there were 

smaller tanks that were taken out of service in 1970 which will be 

looked at for any alternatives in the future.   

 

ii. Plantsville Settling Tank 

 

Mr. Grappone indicated that he received the draft specifications 

from Woodard & Curran, and the project should be wrapped up in 

approximately two weeks for bidding. 

 

iii. Phase IV update 

 

There is no update on this matter. 

 

iv. Denit Plant Surge Update 

 

John DeGioia was pleased to announce that this project is 

complete.  The project was a success, and the item will be removed 

from the agenda. 

 

v. Phosphorus Update 

 

Garry Brumback indicated that a meeting will be held on Monday 

with the Deputy Commissioner of DEEP.  He reported that the 

Town of Plainville has now joined the coalition towns.  Interim 

limits of 0.7 mg/l are still being sought after.  In the next six 

months, legislature should be coming forward to control 

phosphorus limits which include elimination of phosphorus use in 

parks along with detergent use in schools.  This is a move in the 

right direction, and the Town Manager is optimistic about interim 

limits.  Interim limits will allow towns to participate in the science 

of improving water quality for the Quinnipiac River. 

 

John DeGioia reported that he attended a DEEP meeting 

concerning the new NPDES permit limits which may have new 

metal limits.  No limits are in the present permit.  He informed the 

members that copper and zinc limits were imposed by the DEEP a 

number of years ago.  At that time, the Town hired an attorney and 

was able to remove those limits from the permit.  He will update 

the members as more information is available. 
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4. Communications 

 

A. Public 

 

i. None. 

 

B. Members 

 

i. John Dobbins indicated performance contracting is being more 

sought after with municipalities.  The City of Meriden is 

considering solar panels at its wastewater treatment plant facility.  

Garry Brumback indicated that the Town has already been 

considered for use of solar panels at DePaolo Landfill.  According 

to Fred Rogers, a site meeting is to be scheduled in the near future.  

Part of the stipulation is that there will be no capital costs to the 

Town.  A Request for Proposals regarding performance-based 

contracts for energy performance is being considered for all 

buildings. 

 

5. New Business 

 

A. Methanol Purchases 

 

 The Town of Cheshire, on March 21, 2012, received the same price of 

$1.43 from both Key Chemical, Inc. and Coyne Chemical.  Since it is 

difficult to exclude one of the tie bidders, it was decided that Key 

Chemical will be awarded to Cheshire and Southington, and Coyne will be 

awarded to Meriden. 

 

B. Other 

 

Mr. Grappone has prepared a Request for Proposal for on-call services 

related to video camera inspection and light-to-moderate cleaning of sewer 

lines throughout the Town.  Mr. Dobbins requested review of the RFP. 

 

 6.         Adjournment:  

 

A motion was made by Garry Brumback and seconded by Wayne Stanforth to 

adjourn the meeting at 5:25 p.m.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

James A. Grappone, Recording Secretary, Sewer Committee 


